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signed into law each of the past several 
years, with overwhelming support in 
both the House of Representatives and 
the Senate. Accordingly, I urge my 
Senate colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this important resolution.

Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. President, I 
rise today in support of the resolution 
submitted by Senator SPECTER desig-
nating March 25, 2000 as Greek Inde-
pendence Day. The Greek-American 
community has made significant con-
tributions to the United States. It is in 
honor of those achievements that we 
recognize Greek Independence Day. 

The ancient Greeks conceived the 
very notion of democracy when they 
placed the power to govern in the 
hands of the people. Our founding fa-
thers relied on the political and philo-
sophical experiences of ancient Greece 
to create the government we have 
today. As a result, America’s close re-
lationship with Greece is long and his-
toric. I believe that James Monroe best 
expressed America’s feelings toward 
Greece when he said, ‘‘The mention of 
Greece fills the mind with the most ex-
alted sentiments and arouses in our 
bosoms the best feeling of which our 
nature is susceptible.’’

As Greece fought for its independence 
in the 1820s, the American Revolution 
became a driving ideal. In fact, Greek 
intellectuals translated our own Dec-
laration of Independence to use as their 
statement of freedom. By the end of 
World War II, Greece was one of our 
most important allies in the region as 
it fought to stem the Communist tide 
across Europe. In 1953, President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower appropriately 
noted this effort when he said, ‘‘. . . 
Greece asked no favor except the op-
portunity to stand for the rights which 
it believed, and it gave to the world an 
example of battle, a battle that thrilled 
the hearts of all free men and free 
women everywhere.’’

Today, we know that Greece is one of 
only three nations in the world which 
has allied itself with the United States 
in every major international conflict 
this century. Through immigration, we 
have grown even closer. During the 
early 1900s, one out of every four Greek 
males between the ages of 15 and 45 
emigrated to the United States. Greek-
Americans have the highest median 
educational attainment among all 
American ethnic nationalities, and 
they are now a successful and integral 
part of this country. 

The relationship between Greece and 
America is a unique one which has sur-
vived the test of war and the looming 
threat of Communism. We owe a great 
deal to Greece, and to its people who 
have chosen to make America their 
home. Greek civilization touches our 
lives as Americans and enhances the 
cultural existence of this great nation. 
I hope my colleagues will join me in 
expressing our gratitude to Greece and 
all Greek-Americans for the role they 
have played in building this country. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 252—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE THAT REBIYA KADEER, 
HER FAMILY MEMBER AND BUSI-
NESS ASSOCIATE, SHOULD BE 
RELEASED BY THE PEOPLE’S 
REPUBLIC OF CHINA 

Mr. WELLSTONE submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions: 

S. RES. 252
Whereas members of the Uighur minority 

population in Xinjiang, China, are subject to 
ongoing repression and violations of their 
internationally recognized rights of free ex-
pression, association, and belief; 

Whereas on August 11, 1999, the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China arbi-
trarily detained Rebiya Kadeer, a prominent 
and respected Uighur businesswoman well-
known in the United States; 

Whereas from 1993 to 1998, Ms. Kadeer was 
an elected member of the Provincial People’s 
Political Consultative Conference in 
Xinjiang; 

Whereas in 1995, Ms. Kadeer was a delegate 
to the United Nations Fourth World Con-
ference on Women in Beijing; 

Whereas the police have detained Ms. 
Kadeer previously and kept her under close 
surveillance, threatening her because of the 
alleged separatist activities of her husband, 
who came to the United States in 1996 and 
was granted political asylum after pub-
lishing articles critical of the Chinese Gov-
ernment; 

Whereas on September 2, 1999, Chinese au-
thorities formally charged Ms. Kadeer with 
‘‘illegally offering state secrets across the 
border’’, and she is currently detained in 
Urumqi, the capital of Xinjiang; 

Whereas Ms. Kadeer’s son, Ablikim 
Abdyirim, and her secretary, Kahriman 
Abdukirim, were also arbitrarily detained by 
Chinese security forces in August 1999 in 
Urumqi, without any justification or evi-
dence of their involvement in criminal ac-
tivities of any kind; and 

Whereas on November 20, 1999, Ablikim 
Abdyirim was sent for 2 years to the Wulabai 
Reeducation Through Labor School, without 
charge or judicial review, in clear violation 
of international human rights standards, and 
Kahriman Abdukirim received a 3-year sen-
tence in the same facility: Now, therefore, be 
it

Resolved, that the President should express 
to the representatives of the Government of 
the People’s Republic of China the sense of 
the Senate that Ms. Kadeer, her family mem-
bers and business associate, should be imme-
diately and unconditionally released.

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President, 
China’s terrible treatment of ethnic 
minority Uighurs, a Muslim commu-
nity in the northwestern province of 
Xinjiang, has not received the same 
level of international attention as that 
of the Tibetans. The Uighurs are also 
subject to ongoing repression and vio-
lations of their internationally recog-
nized rights of free expression, associa-
tion and belief. The Chinese govern-
ment is cracking down on a separatist 
movement in Xinjiang as part of its 
overall strategy of maintaining ‘‘sta-
bility’’ at all costs. According to 
human rights organizations such as 
Amnesty International and Human 

Rights Watch, over the past year China 
has used draconian measures including 
public sentencing rallies, long prison 
terms, and—alarmingly—a rising num-
ber of executions of suspected 
‘‘splittists.’’

In an apparent attempt to stop the 
flow of information overseas about this 
crackdown, Chinese security officials 
arbitrarily detained a prominent 
Uighur businesswoman, Ms. Rebiya 
Kadeer, this past August in Urumqi, 
the capital of Xinjiang. Her husband is 
a U.S. resident who broadcasts on 
Radio Free Asia and the Voice of 
America, championing the cause of his 
people. 

For years, Ms. Kadeer has been 
praised by the Chinese government for 
her efforts to promote development in 
Xinjiang, including a project helping 
Uighur women develop their own busi-
nesses. She has also been praised in the 
Wall Street Journal for her business 
savvy. She owns a department store in 
Urumqi as well as a profitable trading 
company. 

But now she has been put out of busi-
ness, is being held in prison awaiting 
trial, charged last September with ‘‘il-
legally offering state secrets across the 
border.’’ Even worse, her son and her 
secretary were also detained and have 
already been sent to a labor camp. If 
Ms. Kadeer is convicted, she could be 
sent to prison for many years. 

Ms. Kadeer’s case demonstrates that 
even business people in China are not 
safe from the arbitrary use of state 
power. As China tries to become a 
member of the World Trade Organiza-
tion, this reality is crucial to bear in 
mind—both for Chinese and foreign in-
vestors. 

I urge my colleagues to call on the 
President to seek the immediate, un-
conditional release of Ms. Kadeer, her 
son, and secretary. Today I offer a 
sense of the Senate resolution urging 
their release, and hope it can be consid-
ered quickly and adopted unanimously 
by this body.

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet at 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday, 
February 2, 2000, in open session, to re-
ceive testimony on the situation in 
Bosnia and Kosovo. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
Committee on Finance be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on February 2, 2000 at 10:00 a.m. to hear 
testimony regarding the status of In-
ternal Revenue Service Reform. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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